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For more than a thousand years Britain has always had kings and queens except for the ten years between1649 and 1659.In the past, kings had great power and they really helped to make history. They started wars, made laws, and did things in their own way. But gradually more and more power went to Parliament. Nowadays the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland is Elizabeth II. What does she do now? Why does Britain need monarchy? And does it? Yes, it surely does.
The Queen’s story is the history of the whole nation. She was not born to be Queen but, a media star since the age of three, she has been the most famous woman in the world for all people. Elizabeth II has lived through the Abdication, the Blitz and the Second World War, the scandals of the sixties, the Cold War and the nuclear threat, the fall of the Berlin Wall, the Falklands War, the trials and travails of the Commonwealth and the European Union. She has known two American presidents John Fitzgerald Kennedy and Ronald Reagan, the other world leaders like General de Gaulle, Indira Gandhi, President Mandela and Pope John XXII. Her Prime Ministers ranged from Winston Churchill and Margaret Thatcher to David Cameron, the last only ten years older than her grandson. Her own family experiences, a mixture of happiness and crisis, weddings and divorces, in the case of Princess Diana, a violent death, have been tabloids headlines. More than two billion people watched the wedding of her grandson Prince William to Catherine Midlleton in 2010 shortly before she made the first State visit to Ireland by a British monarch for 100 years. Our world has changed more in her lifetime than in any of her predecessor’s. During her sixty-year reign, the second-longest for a British monarch, she became queen of 25 other Commonwealth countries as they gained independence. Between 1956 and 1992, half of her realms, including South Africa, Pakistan, and Ceylon (renamed Sri Lanka), became republics. Her Silver and Golden Jubilees were celebrated in 1977 and 2002. Her Diamond Jubilee is in 2012. The Queen has always remained at the centre, earning the respect of monarchists and the republicans. How has she done it? The aim of this work is to give a portrait of the Queen’s life and her sixty-year reign.
Elizabeth was the first child in the family of Prince Albert, Duke of York (later King George VI), and his wife, Elizabeth. Her father was the second son of King George V and Queen Mary, and her mother was the youngest daughter of Scottish aristocrat Claude Bowes-Lyon. She was born on April 21, 1926 at her maternal grandfather's London house. The Anglican Archbishop of York, Cosmo Lang, baptized her in the private chapel of Buckingham Palace on May 29. She was named Elizabeth Alexandra Mary. Elizabeth after her mother, Alexandra after George V's mother, who had died six months earlier, and Mary after her paternal grandmother. As a granddaughter of the monarch in the male line, Elizabeth's full style at birth was Her Royal Highness Princess Elizabeth of York. She was third in the line of succession to the throne, behind her uncle Edward, Prince of Wales, and her father. Although her birth generated public interest, she was not expected to become queen, as the Prince of Wales was still young, and many people thought he would marry and have 
                                                                                                                                       4 children of  his own. In 1936, when her grandfather, the King, died and her uncle Edward succeeded, she became second in line to the throne after her father. Later that year, Edward abdicated after his proposed marriage to a divorced Wallis Simpson which provoked a constitutional crisis. Elizabeth's father became king, and she became heiress presumptive.                                                                                                                    Her close family called her "Lilibet" because that was the way she pronounced her name. Elizabeth’s parents brought up their daughter very strictly. From the very beginning, it was decided that the Princess’s life was to be as normal as possible. The future monarch shouldn’t have been sheltered from her people’s concerns. Instead, she was to understand the inescapable reality of a nation. Her parents were determined that Elizabeth should neither be shielded nor spoilt.                                                                                                                       Much of the Princess’s early years were spent at the family home at 145 Piccadilly. Her parents were sure that Elizabeth had to appreciate both her privileges and her responsibilities. The Princess spent the first year of her life practically without her parents because they were obliged to pay an official visit to Australia in order to open its new Commonwealth Parliament and leave her in the hands of her nanny, Clara   Knight. This early separation served to forge an unbreakable bond between Elizabeth and her grandparents. King George V and Queen Mary were very attached to their granddaughter, and proudly informed her parents of every new tooth and word. When the Yorks returned in June 1927, they found a loving, confident child. “Tillabet”, as the Princess named herself, was always ready to amuse. Her well-developed sense of fun was evident in the games that she made her grandfather play with her. The Archbishop of Canterbury once paying a visit to George V found the King crawling on all fours across the floor, pretending to be a horse, and the young Princess taking the role of groom. Elizabeth's only sister Princess Margaret was born in 1930. The two princesses were educated at home under the supervision of their mother and their governess Marion Crawford. Lessons concentrated on history, language, literature and music. Although her mother had always hoped that one day her daughter Elizabeth would attend public school, and thus learn about matters both intellectual and social. This, however was not to happen, as the new King, Edward VIII, had decided that it would not do for a Princess to be educated alongside commoners, and thus Elizabeth received education in private.                                                                  In character, Princess Elizabeth resembled her father – shy, dutiful, and kind. Fortunately for her, she didn’t share his nervous tension or his explosive temper. She had calmness rather like that of her grandmother, Queen Mary, whose slightly canine looks and quiet dignity she had inherited. The inner toughness she drew from her mother was to stand her in good stead when she became Queen. In her views, she followed her father who tried very hard to be impartial.                                                                 In 1939, Elizabeth's parents toured Canada and visited the United States. As in 1927, when her parents had toured Australia and New Zealand, Elizabeth remained in Britain as the King thought her too young to undertake public tours. Elizabeth "looked tearful" as her parents departed. They wrote letters to each other regularly, and on 18 May, she and her parents made the first royal transatlantic telephone call.
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To the dismay of the royal family the girls’ governess Crawford later published a biography of Elizabeth and Margaret's childhood years entitled The Little Princesses. The book describes Elizabeth's love of horses and dogs, her orderliness, and her attitude of responsibility. Though, the two sisters could fight on occasion.
From September 1939, with the outbreak of the Second World War, Elizabeth and Margaret, stayed at Balmoral Castle, Scotland, until Christmas 1939, when they moved to Sandringham House, Norfolk. From February to May 1940, they lived at Royal Lodge, Windsor, until moving to Windsor Castle, where they stayed for most of the next five years. Some politicians thought that it would be better for the two princesses to be evacuated to Canada, but Elizabeth's mother was against it. She declared, "The children won't go without me. I won't leave without the King. And the King will never leave." At Windsor, the princesses staged pantomimes at Christmas to help the Queen's Wool Fund, which bought yarn to knit into military garments. In 1940, the 14-year-old Elizabeth made her first radio broadcast during the BBC's Children's Hour, addressing other children who had been evacuated from the cities. She stated, “We are trying to do all we can to help our gallant sailors, soldiers and airmen, and we are trying, too, to bear our share of the danger and sadness of war. We know, everyone of us, that in the end all will be well.”                                                       In 1943, at the age of 16, Elizabeth undertook her first public appearance on a visit to the Grenadier Guards, of which she had been appointed Colonel-in-Chief the previous year. As she approached her 18th birthday, the law was changed so that she could act as one of five Counsellors of State in the event of her father's incapacity or absence abroad, such as his visit to Italy in July 1944. In February 1945, she joined the Women's Auxiliary Territorial Service. She trained as a driver and mechanic, and was promoted to honorary Junior Commander five months later.                                                At the end of the war in Europe, on Victory in Europe Day, Elizabeth and her sister were anonymously with the celebratory crowds in the streets of London. She later said in a rare interview, "we asked my parents if we could go out and see for ourselves. I remember we were terrified of being recognized ... I remember lines of unknown people linking arms and walking down Whitehall, all of us just swept along on a tide of happiness and relief."                                                                                            Two years later, the princess made her first overseas tour, when she accompanied her parents to Southern Africa. During the tour, in a broadcast to the British Commonwealth on her 21st birthday, she pledged: "I declare before you all that my whole life, whether it be long or short, shall be devoted to your service and the service of our great imperial family to which we all belong."
When Elizabeth was 13, she met Prince Philip of Greece and Denmark. He was six years older than her. He came from the Greek royal family, but also had relatives in the Danish, British and Russian royal families. During the war he was in the Navy and that was when Elizabeth first saw him. Certainly at that time she was only a schoolgirl, but later they fell in love and in 1947 they got married.                                      
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   The marriage was not without controversy: Philip had no financial standing, was foreign-born (though a British subject), and had sisters who had married German noblemen with Nazi links. Marion Crawford wrote, "Some of the King's advisors did not think him good enough for her. He was a prince without a home or kingdom. Some of the papers played long and loud tunes on the string of Philip's foreign origin." Elizabeth's mother was reported, in later biographies, to have opposed the marriage at first. In later life, however, she changed her opinion about him and said that Philip was "an English gentleman".                                                                                                     Elizabeth and Philip received 2500 wedding gifts from around the world, but Britain had not yet completely rebounded from the devastation of the war. She still required ration coupons to buy the material for her wedding dress. In post-war Britain, it was not acceptable for the Duke of Edinburgh's German relations to be invited to the wedding, including Philip's three surviving sisters. Edward, the former king, was not invited either.                                                                                                                     Elizabeth gave birth to her first child, Prince Charles, on November 14, 1948, less than one month after letters patent were issued by her father allowing her children to use the style and title of a royal prince or princess. They otherwise would not have been entitled to such a status as their father was no longer a royal prince. A second child, Princess Anne, was born in 1950. Then Elizabeth gave birth to Andrew and Edward, born in 1960 and 1964.
George VI's health became worse during 1951, and Elizabeth was often standing next to him at public events. In October of that year, she toured Canada, and visited President of the United States Harry S. Truman in Washington, DC. On the trip, her private secretary, Martin Charteris, carried a draft accession declaration for use if the King died while she was on tour. In early 1952, Elizabeth and Philip set out for a tour of Australia and New Zealand. On February 6, 1952, they had just returned to their Kenyan home, when the sad news arrived of the death of Elizabeth's father. Philip broke the news to the new queen. Martin Charteris asked her to choose a regnal name; she chose to remain Elizabeth. She was proclaimed queen regnant throughout her realms, and the royal party hastily returned to the United Kingdom. She and the Duke of Edinburgh moved into Buckingham Palace.                                                                   With Elizabeth's accession it seemed likely that the royal house would bear her husband's name. Lord Mountbatten thought it would be the House of Mountbatten, as Elizabeth would typically have taken Philip's last name on marriage. However, Elizabeth's grandmother Queen Mary and British Prime Minister Winston Churchill favored the retention of the House of Windsor, and so Windsor it remained. The Duke complained, "I am the only man in the country not allowed to give his name to his own children." In 1960, after the death of Queen Mary and the resignation of Churchill, the surname Mountbatten-Windsor was adopted for Philip and Elizabeth's male-line descendants who do not carry royal titles.
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Despite the death of Queen Mary on March 24, 1953, the coronation went ahead on June 2, 1953. Before she died, Mary had asked that the coronation not be delayed. The ceremony in Westminster Abbey was televised for the first time though the church and the government didn’t like the idea. It was an important ceremony and not a public show, they said. But Elizabeth won. The whole country watched how the heavy old crown was placed on the young queen’s head. More than 20 million British viewers watched television for the first time in the homes of their friends or neighbors. In North America, just under100 million viewers watched recorded broadcasts. Elizabeth's coronation gown was decorated on her instructions with the floral emblems of Commonwealth countries: English Tudor rose, Scots thistle, Welsh leek, Irish shamrock, Australian wattle, Canadian maple leaf, New Zealand silver fern, South African protea, lotus flowers for India and Ceylon, and Pakistan's wheat, cotton, and jute. So Elizabeth II officially became the Queen.  
                                                                                                                        Throughout her sixty-year reign, Elizabeth has undertaken 261 state visits to 128 foreign countries. She is the most widely travelled head of state in history of the country. Whatever countries Elizabeth II visited, she was greeted with warmth and respect.  During 1953 and 1954 the Queen and her husband had a six-month around-the-world tour. She became the first reigning monarch of Australia and New Zealand to visit those nations. During the tour, crowds were immense. Three-quarters of the population of Australia went out to see the Queen. Between 1970 and 1985 she visited France in the spring of 1972, attended the Commonwealth Conference in Ottawa in 1973, took part in the U.S. bicentennial celebrations and then went to Montreal to open the 1976 Summer Olympics, and travelled some 56,000 miles throughout the Commonwealth as part of her Silver Jubilee celebrations. In 1979 she travelled to Kuwait, Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, the United Arab Emirates, and Oman, where she was showered with gifts of dazzling jewelry. In April 1982 she made a less exotic but constitutionally more important visit to Ottawa, where she proclaimed the New Canadian constitution, which cut the last legal links between the United Kingdom and Canada. In March of 1984 she visited Jamaica, Grand Cayman Island, Mexico, California, and British Columbia. While in California, her first trip to the west coast of North America, she had some 20 public appearances, including a visit to a movie studio and a gala dinner in San Francisco. She also went to President Reagan's Santa Barbara ranch, to former U.S. Ambassador to Britain Walter Annenberg's luxurious estate, and to Yosemite National Park with Prince Philip. She went to North America again in 1984, visiting Canada for the 14th time and then, privately, to the United States to inspect horse-breeding farms in Kentucky and to the wild west of Sheridan County, Wyoming.                                                                                                                                                        In October, 1994 Queen Elizabeth II and her husband Prince Philip arrived in Russia. The Queen visited the Kremlin and met Russian President Boris Yeltsin. She also attended a performance at the Bolshoi Theatre. It was the first visit to Russia by a 
                                                                                                                                      8
British monarch. It lasted only four days and ended with a trip to the old imperial capital of St. Petersburg in the company of Boris N. Yeltsin.
But the Queen’s life consists not only of traveling. Elizabeth II calls the Windsor family a “Firm”. She thinks of it as a business rather than a family. And the main business of the royal family is probably being royal. And they are paid for it. The Queen is one of the richest women in the world and yet she gets 8 million pounds a year to be Queen. But many people agree that she does her job well and she deserves her salary. Being Queen is really a busy job. Elizabeth II gets up early and begins the day looking through the newspapers. Then she reads letters from the public (she gets more than 1000 each week), and tells her stuff how she would like them to be answered. The Queen has daily meetings with her Private Secretary who helps her to go through her paperwork, and lots of meetings with ambassadors, new judges, and bishops. In the afternoon Elizabeth I often goes out public engagements - she gets thousands of invitations each year. She opens new hospitals, bridges and factories. Once a week, the Queen has a meeting with the Prime Minister and they discuss government business and important things happening in the country. In the evening she reads the report of the day from Parliament. She isn’t a politician, and in modern Britain the power belongs to the government, but she must agree to every new law. It’s a formal agreement as no king or queen has refused a new law since 1701! Being Queen is not a 9 to 5 job, and yet Elizabeth II has to work from early in the morning till late at night.  
                                                                                                                                      There are hundreds of traditional ceremonies which the Queen has to keep. Each year, in September or October, there is the State Opening of Parliament. The Queen, wearing her crown, arrives at the Houses of Parliament by carriage. There she reads the Queen’s Speech, which discusses the government’s work for the next year. Another traditional ceremony takes place on Thursday before Easter Sunday. The Queen gives out purses of money to older people who have done good work. This is called “Maundy Money” and the tradition is almost seven hundred years old. Every summer Elizabeth II gives three or more royal garden parties at Buckingham Palace. About 8,000 guests come to each party. They drink about 27,000 cups of tea and eat 20,000 sandwiches and 20,000 pieces of cake.  Of course, she has some free time, and some private life, but less than most people. In her spare time Elizabeth II enjoys horse-racing, fishing, and walking in the country. She also enjoys photography and likes taking photos on her travels. But her main leisure interest is dogs, especially her favorite Welsh Corgis. When she was seven, she got her fist Corgi. Even when Elizabeth went on honeymoon she took her Corgi with her. Her clothes consist mostly of solid-color overcoats and decorative hats, which allow her to be seen easily in a crowd.  
                                                                                                                                       9                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          Since Elizabeth rarely gives interviews, little is known of her personal feelings. As a constitutional monarch, she has not expressed her own political opinions in a public forum. She does have a deep sense of religious and civic duty, and takes her coronation oath seriously. Aside from her official religious role as Supreme Governor of the Church of England, she personally worships with that church and with the national Church of Scotland. She has demonstrated support for inter-faith relations, and has met with leaders of other religions, and granted her personal patronage to the Council of Christians and Jews. A personal note about her faith often features in her annual Royal Christmas Message broadcast to the Commonwealth. In 2000, when she spoke about the theological significance of the millennium marking the 2000th anniversary of the birth of Jesus Christ, she said, “To many of us, our beliefs are of fundamental importance. For me the teachings of Christ and my own personal accountability before God provide a framework in which I try to lead my life. I, like so many of you, have drawn great comfort in difficult times from Christ's words and example.” Elizabeth is the patron of over 600 charities and other organizations.                                                                                                              
Changes in the queen's circumstances and events in her private life necessarily had a public impact. In the early 1970s she asked for an increase in her civil list funding.  Some critics considered her request tactless because she was one of the world's wealthiest women. Even supporters of the monarchy publicly resented the fact that her income was not taxable. Despite the critics, however (and perhaps also because of them), funding was increased. Happier events also had their public impact. On November 20, 1972, the queen and Prince Philip celebrated their 25th wedding anniversary with a service in Westminster Abbey. One hundred couples from all over Britain who happened to have the same anniversary were invited to share in the occasion. On November 14, 1973, Princess Anne married commoner Mark Philips and later had two children: Peter and Zara.
[bookmark: National_and_international_goodwill_visi]In 1977, Elizabeth II marked the Silver Jubilee of her accession to the throne of the United Kingdom, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, and other Commonwealth realms. The twenty-fifth anniversary was celebrated with large-scale parties and parades throughout the United Kingdom and the Commonwealth throughout the year, culminating in June with the official "Jubilee Days," held to coincide with the Queen's Official Birthday. The anniversary date itself was commemorated in church services across the country on February 6, 1977, and continued throughout the month. In March, preparations started for large parties in every major city of the United Kingdom, as well as for smaller ones, for countless individual streets throughout Great Britain. No monarch before Elizabeth II visited more of the United Kingdom in such a short span of time (the trips lasted three months). All in all, the Queen and her husband Prince Philip visited 36 counties. The trip started with record crowds gathering to see the Royals in Glasgow on May 17. After moving to England (where a record one million spectators came to greet the couple in Lancashire) and Wales, the Queen and Prince Philip wrapped up the first of their trips with a visit to Northern Ireland. Among the places visited during the national trips were numerous schools.  
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[bookmark: June_celebrations_in_London][bookmark: The_Jubilee_in_popular_culture][bookmark: Lasting_impact]      Later in the summer, the Queen and Prince Philip embarked on a Commonwealth visit that first brought them to island nations such as Fiji and Tonga, following up with longer stints in New Zealand and Australia, with a final stop in Papua New Guinea before going on to the British holdings in the West Indies. The final stop on the international tour was a trip to Canada, in which Prince Charles joined the couple to greet the crowds.                                                                                                          On June 6, the Queen lit a bonfire beacon at Windsor Castle, whose light spread across the night in a chain of other beacons throughout the country. On June 7, crowds lined the procession to St Paul's Cathedral, where the royal family attended a Service of Thanksgiving together with many world leaders, including United States President Jimmy Carter, as well as all of the former living Prime Ministers, stretching back from Harold Macmillan all the way to Harold Wilson. Then there was lunch in the Guildhall, hosted by the Lord Mayor of London. At the reception, the Queen said, ”When I was twenty-one I pledged my life to the service of our people and I asked for God's help to make good that vow. Although that vow was made in my salad days, when I was green in judgment, I do not regret nor retract one word of it.”                                                                                                                           After the lunch, the procession drove the royals down The Mall to Buckingham Palace, where one million people lined the pavements to see the family. Another 500 million people around the Commonwealth watched the day's events on live television. June 7 was the day that streets and villages threw great parties for all their residents, to honor the Queen and their country's rich history. Many streets strung bunting (the little flags were usually modeled in pattern after the Union Flag) from rooftop to rooftop across the street. In addition to parties, many streets decorated cars as historical events from Britain's past, and drove them about town, organizing their very own parades. In London alone there were over 4000 organized parties for individual streets and neighborhoods. Throughout the entire day, people were greeted by the Queen many times as she made several appearances for pictures from her balcony.                                                                                                                                On June 9, the Queen made a Royal Progress trip by boat down the River Thames from Greenwich to Lambeth. On the trip, the Queen officially opened the Silver Jubilee Walkway and the South Bank Jubilee Gardens, two of numerous places named after the festivities. In the evening, the Queen presided over a fireworks display and was subsequently taken by a procession of lighted carriages to Buckingham Palace, where she greeted people again from her balcony.                         It was a very good day and many people enjoyed it. Before, during, and after the events of Jubilee, the event was addressed in many mediums of popular culture throughout the Commonwealth.                                                                                            Various places were named after the Jubilee. The under-construction Fleet Line of the London Underground was re-named the Jubilee Line, though it did not open until 1979. Other places named after the Jubilee were the Silver Jubilee Walkway and the South Bank Jubilee Gardens. Apart from names, the Jubilee also saw the borough of Derby granted the status of a city.    
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                                                                                                                                                  In the early 1980s personal security around the queen was increased after two unpleasant incidents. During the 1981 Trooping the Color ceremony, and only six weeks before the wedding of Charles, Prince of Wales, and Lady Diana Spencer, six shots were fired at the Queen as she rode down The Mall on her horse. Police later discovered that the shots were blanks. The 17-year-old assailant, Marcus Sarjeant, was sentenced to five years in prison and released after three. The Queen's composure and skill in controlling her mount were widely praised. The following year, the Queen awoke in her bedroom at Buckingham Palace to find an intruder, Michael Fagan, in the room with her. Remaining calm, and through two calls to the palace police switchboard, the Queen spoke to Fagan while he sat at the foot of her bed until assistance arrived seven minutes later. From April to September that year, the Queen remained anxious but proud of her son, Prince Andrew, who was serving with British forces during the Falklands War. Though she hosted President Ronald Reagan at Windsor Castle in 1982, and visited his Californian ranch in 1983, she was angered when his administration ordered the invasion of Grenada, one of her Caribbean realms, without her foreknowledge.                                                                                        Prince Charles married Lady Diana Spencer on July 29, 1981. Another son, Prince Andrew (made Duke of York), married Sarah Ferguson on July 23, 1986. Sarah and Diana first became friends at one of Princess Diana’s parties. Elegant Diana and Sarah with her bright red hair were very popular with the press. These two girls were like fresh air coming into rather formal atmosphere of Buckingham Palace. Diana and Charles had two sons, William and Harry. Andrew and Sarah had two daughters, Beatrice and Eugenie. Everything seemed fine. But the two couples had serious problems. Public criticism of the royal family increased, as the personal and working lives of Elizabeth's children came under media scrutiny.  Journalists and reporters were quick to write about the royal scandals. They showed photos of Sarah and Diana following them everywhere and wrote about their private life.
In 1991, in the wake of victory in the Gulf War Elizabeth became the first British monarch to address a joint session of the United States Congress. The following year, she attempted to save the failing marriage of her eldest son, Charles, by counseling him and his wife, Diana, Princess of Wales, to reconcile.                                                                     In a speech on 24 November 1992, to mark the 40th anniversary of her accession, the Queen called 1992 her horrible year.  At that time part of Windsor Castle was badly damaged by a fire. The government refused to pay for the repairs. So the Queen opened Buckingham Palace to paying tourists to get the money. Later she decided that their favorite royal ship Britannia was too expensive and it had to go. In March, her second son Prince Andrew, Duke of York, and his wife Sarah, Duchess of York, separated. In April, her daughter Anne, Princess Royal, divorced her husband Captain Mark Phillips. During a state visit to Germany in October, angry demonstrators in Dresden threw eggs at her, and in November Windsor Castle suffered severe fire damage. The monarchy received increased criticism and public scrutiny. In an 
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unusually personal speech, Elizabeth said that any institution must expect criticism, but suggested it be done with "a touch of humor, gentleness and understanding". Two days later, Prime Minister John Major announced reforms of the royal finances that had been planned since the previous year, including the Queen paying income tax for the first time, starting in 1993, and a reduction in the civil list. Finally the Queen agreed to pay taxes. In December, Charles and Diana formally separated. The year ended with a lawsuit as the Queen sued The Sun newspaper for breach of copyright when it published the text of her annual Christmas message two days before its broadcast. The newspaper was forced to pay her legal fees, and donated £200,000 to charity.                                                                                                                                                    In the following years, scandal about Charles and Diana's marriage continued. At the end of December 1995the Queen wrote to Charles and Diana saying that a divorce was desirable. A year after the divorce, which took place in 1996, Diana was killed in a car crash in Paris on August 31, 1997. The Queen was on holiday at Balmoral with her son and grandchildren. Diana's two sons wanted to attend church, and so their grandparents took them that morning. After that single public appearance, for five days the Queen and the Duke hid their grandsons from the intense press interest by keeping them at Balmoral where they could grieve in private. The royal family's seclusion caused public dismay. The Queen returned to London and agreed to a live broadcast to the world on September 5, the day before Diana's funeral. In the broadcast, she expressed admiration for Diana, and her feelings "as a grandmother" for Princes William and Harry. As a result, much of the public hostility evaporated.
In 2002, Elizabeth marked her Golden Jubilee as queen. Her sister and mother died in February and March, respectively, and the media speculated as to whether the Jubilee would be a success or a failure. To mark this event the British government declared 2002 to be the Golden Jubilee Year. The celebrations to honor Elizabeth II’s 50 years on the throne stated in April and continued throughout the rest of the year. In February the Queen undertook an extensive tour of her realms, which began in Jamaica. The most important and spectacular ceremonies took place at the beginning of June. Those who had predicted failure of the celebration were wrong. Weather forecasters had predicted rain on the Queen’s parade, but they were wrong too. The sun came out and so did millions of people, singing and dancing in the streets. It was an astonishing show of love for the Queen, which proved that the respect for the Royals is stronger than ever. The golden Jubilee weekend began on Saturday evening with the first concert ever held in the gardens of Buckingham Palace. The Royal family and 12,000 people who had been lucky to get the tickets were enjoying classical music and outside the palace more than 40,000 people watched the concert broadcast on huge screens around the gates and in nearby parks. At the end of the concert the whole audience stood and turned toward the Queen to sing God Save the Queen. The Queen spent the next day at Windsor where she attended a church service and in Jubilee street party. Monday’s biggest event was the huge “Party at the Palace”, a pop concert staged in the Queen’s back garden at Buckingham Palace. 
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More than 12,000 people watched it in the garden and about 15,000 million in the UK and 200 million people all over the world watched it on television. This event can be called the greatest show of the century. The Queen who is not too fond of pop music, arrived towards the end of the show, but she got a bigger cheer than any of the pop stars on the program. After the concert Elizabeth II led the Royal family on the stage to thank the performers. Prince Charles made a short speech. He began addressing the Queen as “Your Majesty – Mummy”, which brought more applause from the audience. Then he continued:”We are here tonight because we feel proud of you. Proud and grateful for everything you have done for this country and the Commonwealth over 50 years… You have been the beacon of tradition and stability… You have defended our laws and given us cause to shout a heartfelt God Save the Queen.” A loud three cheers rang out around the gardens, leaving the Queen, who normally doesn’t show her emotions, nearly in tears. Immediately after the concert a breathtaking firework display began.   But the greatest spectacle of all was on Tuesday. In the morning the Queen went to a service of thanksgiving at St. Paul’s Cathedral in the dazzling Gold State Coach. The coach is 240 years old and it really looks like a thing from a fairy-tale. After the service, Elizabeth II and Prince Philip, her husband, attended a banquet where the Queen made a speech expressing “her gratitude, respect and pride in the people of Britain.” And in the afternoon the Queen and the Royal family watched the tremendous Jubilee Parade. After it the Queen surrounded by singing and dancing children from a theatre company went to Buckingham palace. A few minutes later she and her family appeared on the balcony to greet the enormous crowd of people. The band began to play Land of Hope and Glory and thousands of voices joined in. At last Elizabeth II and Prince Philip left the balcony, but the crowd kept on shouting “We want the Queen!” They had to come back twice. Later the Queen said that she was “basking in the delight” of the day. Some minutes later after the Queen finally left the balcony it began to rain. Even the changeable English weather hadn’t spoiled the Golden Jubilee.
Though generally healthy throughout her life, in 2003 she had keyhole surgery on both knees, and in June 2005 she cancelled several engagements after having a bad cold. In October 2006, she missed the opening of the new Emirates Stadium because of a strained back muscle that had been troubling her since the summer. Two months later, she was seen in public with a bandage on her right hand, which led to press speculation of ill health. She had been bitten by one of her corgis while she was separating two that were fighting.                                                                                                   In May 2007, The Daily Telegraph newspaper reported claims from unnamed sources that the Queen was "exasperated and frustrated" by the policies of British Prime Minister Tony Blair, that she had shown concern that the British Armed Forces were overstretched in Iraq and Afghanistan, and that she had raised concerns over rural and countryside issues with Blair repeatedly. She was, however, said to admire Blair's efforts to achieve peace in Northern Ireland. On March 20, 2008, at the Church of Ireland St Patrick's Cathedral, the Queen attended the first Maundy service held 
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outside of England and Wales. Elizabeth addressed the United Nations for a second time in 2010, again in her capacity as queen of all her realms and Head of the Commonwealth. UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon introduced her as "an anchor for our age". During her visit to New York, which followed a tour of Canada, she officially opened a memorial garden for the British victims of the 11 September attacks. At the invitation of Irish President Mary McAleese, in May 2011 the Queen made the first state visit to the Republic of Ireland by a British monarch.                           The Queen's visit to Australia in October 2011, her 16th visit since 1954, was called her "farewell tour" in the press because of her age.
 February 6, 2012 was Diamond Jubilee of the Queen. On this day in 1952 Her Royal Highness Princess Elizabeth of York became Her Majesty Elizabeth II, the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Head of Commonwealth, Defender of Faith. For the Queen this day is connected with a tragic event in her life – her father’s, King George VI, death. He was only 56 years old.                                                                                                                                                     Though this day is considered to be the beginning of Elizabeth II’s reign, the official celebration will take place in June. In honor of the Diamond Jubilee the ceremonial salute of 41 shots was organized in Hyde Park and then of 61 shots in the Tower of London. Two new official photographs of Elizabeth II were published on Monday, February 6. The Royal Post produced a series of six new stamps with the image of the Queen taken from stamps and coins during her reign. In the evening BBC broadcast the first episode of a new documentary film “The Diamond Queen”. During 2012 Elizabeth II and her husband are going to pay jubilee visits to all regions of the UK, while her children and grandchildren on behalf of the Queen will visit all countries where Elizabeth II is the Head, beginning from Australia to Jamaica. The main events will take place at the beginning of June. All citizens of the Kingdom will have a four-day holiday. Among these events are: an English fleet show on the Thames, a great jubilee concert in the Royal Albert Hall, a tremendous historical festival devoted to the sixty-year reign in London Battersy Park and others. 2012 torches and lights will be lit in Great Britain. The service in St. Paul’s Cathedral will complete the jubilee ceremonies. Besides, numerous exhibitions and jubilee events devoted to the Queen and her reign will be organized in different cities of the UK.
 Queen Elizabeth II is the longest-lived and second-longest-reigning monarch of the United Kingdom and the second-longest-serving current head of state (after the present King of Thailand). She does not intend to abdicate, though the proportion of public duties performed by Prince Charles may increase as Elizabeth reduces her commitments.                                                                                                                      Elizabeth has held titles throughout her life, as a granddaughter of the monarch, as a daughter of the monarch, through her husband's titles, and eventually as Sovereign. In common parlance, she is The Queen or Her Majesty. Officially, Elizabeth II is the constitutional monarch of 16 sovereign states known as the Commonwealth realms: the United Kingdom, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, Jamaica, Barbados, the 
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Bahamas, Grenada, Papua New Guinea, the Solomon Islands, Tuvalu, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Belize, Antigua and Barbuda, and Saint Kitts and Nevis. In the Channel Islands and Isle of Man, which are Crown dependencies rather than separate realms, she is known as Duke of Normandy and Lord of Mann respectively. Additional styles include Defender of the Faith and Duke of Lancaster. When in conversation with the Queen, the practice is to initially address her as Your Majesty and thereafter as Ma'am.                                                                                             She has received honors and awards from around the world, and has held honorary military positions throughout the Commonwealth, both before and after her accession. 
People no longer believe in great and wise kings and queens. They understand that members of the royal family are also people with their problems and worries. Many people think that the Royals are useless and monarchy is out of date. But…the British people seem to like them that way. They like to read about the royal family, royal scandals and shocking secrets. They like to watch royal ceremonies, they are proud of the tradition of monarchy. Britain has had queens and kings for a thousand years. Probably they’ll have them for another thousand.                                                                                                                          
God save our gracious Queen,
Long live our noble Queen,
God save the Queen:
Send her victorious,
Happy and glorious,
Long to reign over us:
God save the Queen.

O Lord, our God, arise,
Scatter her enemies,
And make them fall.
Confound their politics,
Frustrate their knavish tricks,
On Thee our hopes we fix,
God save us all.

Thy choicest gifts in store,
On her be pleased to pour;
Long may she reign:
May she defend our laws,
And ever give us cause
To sing with heart and voice
God save our Queen.
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